February 3, 2012

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State

NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo,

We write to express our strong support for the pledge you made during your State of the
State address to introduce 2012 legislation to create a public funding option for New
York state elections. We applaud your leadership in pursuing this vital goal; public financing is
the single most important next step to upend the perception of “pay-to-play” culture in Albany
and promote greater transparency, competition, and accountability.

As good government, civil rights, environmental, labor, business, religious and grassroots
community organizations, we are united in our desire to see strong campaign finance reform
with a system of public financing of elections. We stand ready to work with you and members of
the legislature to achieve victory this legislative session. We have already begun to marshal the
necessary resources to launch a robust campaign to do so. With your leadership, New York will
be an example for the nation of how to revitalize democracy at all levels of government.

As you noted in your address, New York lags behind other states in political participation, but
public financing has the capacity to empower average voters to have a voice in the political
process. After Citizens United, we face an era of unlimited and increasingly secret spending on
elections. New York City’s experience shows that a public financing option can counter the
potentially corrupting influence of big money in politics. Public financing enables candidates to
run competitive campaigns while relying on a base of small donors back home, rather than on a
small number of wealthy contributors. By doing so, public financing is particularly valuable for
promoting participation among voters and candidates in low-income communities and
communities of color. Public financing will promote accountability and diversity in New York’s
governance while revitalizing our participatory democracy.

Integral to reforming the state’s campaign finance laws are other essential elements set forth in
your State of the State address. Reasonable contribution limits without loopholes; “pay to play”
rules for companies and individuals doing business with the State; and, in particular, strong but
fair and independent enforcement of our campaign finance laws — all of these are needed to
restore public trust in our government.

Your continued leadership will be critical to winning this legislative session. We urge you to
press hard for the creation of a robust public financing program, and we offer our collective
support to enact this essential reform.
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